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When we think of recycling, we think of the fundamental forms we
use within our own homes. After finishing the water bottle, we

throw it into the green bin to be taken to a factory to be recycled
once again.  



Recycling textiles has been around for
more than 200 years in China through
shredding and hand carding for making
yarns (Ditzel). Textile recycling has been a
custom in many different dynasties
throughout the centuries, but it has
become a custom that has begun to fall
short. The article, The recyclability of
garments: Which clothes can be recycled,
by Olga Ditzel states,” during the
Napoleonic war, a shortage of wool for
military uniforms advanced the need for
recycling post-consumer fibers” (Ditzel).
They would recycle these wool
products and blend old and new wool to
create new uniforms. Unfortunately, we
don’t see many products being recycled
into new ones; less than 13% of total
textiles are recycled into new clothing
items. Now, we ask the question of why
this has changed? What are companies
doing now to fix this problem? 

Textile recycling takes old garments
and makes them into a new textile that
can be used to make them into new
clothing, furniture, or accessories.
Textile recycling has been around for
a long time, but in 2017 only 15.2 percent
of textiles were recycled each year
compared to 11.2 million tons of
materials being thrown away each
year. The high percentage of the
waste is due to consumer culture;
people are beginning to purchase new
items instead of repurposing their old
ones. Therefore, it is essential to find a
new method for sustainable living for
this type of lifestyle. Even though
natural materials can only be
recycled, this process needs to
become a new custom in our day-to-
day lives.

The Rundown

Background Check



 FabScrap ; Saving one garment at
a time

  One company dedicated to fixing this issue of textile waste and
recyclability is Fabscrap. They are a company that takes old
clothing and textile scraps to make new sheets of fabric for
manufacturing or home use. They are currently based in
Brooklyn, NY, and Philadelphia, PA. Now, they only recycle cotton,
wool, and polyester fibers but are looking for new
technologies and forms to expand. 
   They collect their materials through donations and separate
the materials through a bagging system. One bag is black only
used for materials with patterns or logos, and they will turn
this material into insulation, carpet padding, furniture lining, and
moving blankets. The brown bags consist of everything else and
will make new sheet fabric. Each bag holds about 40-50 pounds
of fabric sorted and distributed accordingly. 
  They are combating the environmental impacts of chemicals
within landfills. For example, they are cutting the CO2
associated with the textile industry's waste production. Also,
they are trying to remove the dyes and chemicals from the
clothing that contaminates local water systems that impact
humans. 
  Finally, in 2020 they had collected 176,942 lbs of textile waste,
saving 1,291 tons from CO2, and planting 19,365 trees. Fabscrap is
just a company created to make a more significant difference in
our environment and the lives around us. If interested in helping
make a difference reach out to Fabscrap.org.



The Future Of Recycling 

It is crucial for companies and brands to collaborate
and partner with each other regarding textile recycling.
A lot of brands such as Levi’s, Reformation, Patagonia,
and more partner with companies that recycle their
discarded textiles into something new. Fabscrap is just
one of many companies that use their facilities to help
brands reduce the amount of waste that they produce. 

Textile recycling will be a prevalent part of our future
because of how the process impacts our lives and environment.
With growing partnerships as well as an increase in the number
of people that are contributing to the process of recycling,
there will be a noticeable difference in the amount of textile
waste being emitted. It is important that we find processes that
recycle all forms of fibers to create the most effective form
of recycling. It is very important for consumers to be educated
on textile recycling because they can do their part accordingly
and be a part of bettering the environment.


